
 



CBA “Science for Ministers” 

10am-3.30pm Tues 12th May 2015 

Venue : Loughton Baptist Church, Milton Keynes 
 

How many Baptist Ministers do you know who are interested in things 

scientific?  More than you might think!  In a survey of ministers in the 

Hertfordshire Forum, a third had a degree in science and 95% thought that 

keeping up with science was important.  And yet, only 10% felt they engaged 

with issues of science and faith during training for ministry.  Among those 

attending the Footsteps training course, even a higher proportion had a back 

ground in science – half!  So was birthed the idea of a day conference for 

“Science for Ministers”, aimed at helping ministers in the CBA grow in 

confidence in engaging with areas of science that they might meet in everyday 

ministry and mission in the local church and beyond.   

  

Drawing upon experience from within the ministers of the CBA, together with 

others from the world of science and faith, and from a positive view of the 

dialogue of science and faith, the day workshop will cover a range of scientific 

topics and issues, exploring the insights that science brings as well as faith 

perspectives on them.  Ideas for how science can be used with local church 

ministry and mission will also be touched upon, and there will be lots of time 

for questions, discussion and wondering!   

 

Further information on the programme for the day and speakers can be found 

in the attachment to this email.  If you would like to attend, please contact 

Dave Gregory, Senior Minister of Croxley Green Baptist Church on 

07501065481 or dave@croxleybaptist.co.uk.  The cost of the day is £10 and if 

paying by cheque these should be made out to the CBA.  Please bring a packed 

lunch – drinks will be provided.  
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CBA “Science for Ministers” Workshop  PROGRAMME 

1000-1530  12th May 2015   Loughton Baptist Church, Milton Keynes 

 

Draft Programme 
 

1000-1020 : Gathering/Registration (refreshments available) 

1020-1040 : “Wonder and Wondering – Science Among the Baptists”  

(Rev Dr Dave Gregory, Croxley Green Baptist Church) 

1040-1050 : Discussion 

1050-1110 : “In search of understanding: models, paradigms and metaphors”  

(Rev Andrew Openshaw, New Mill Baptist Church, Tring) 

1110-1120 : Discussion 

 

1120-1140 : Refreshments and Messy Science 1 (Dave Gregory) 

 

1140-1200 : “Its all in the DNA?” (Provisional Title)  

(Prof Les Ebdon, Retired Vice-Chancellor, Bedfordshire University  

and Walsworth Rd Baptist Church, Hitchen) 

1210-1210 : Discussion 

1210-1230 : “Making Babies” (Rev Chris Johnson, Burwell Baptist Church) 

1230-1240 : Discussion 

1240-1300 : “Science in the local church” (Speaker from Faraday Institute – tbc) 

 

1300-1340 : Lunch 

 

1340-1400 : “Rock of Ages - ancient Earth and eternal God” 

(Rev Kevin Price, Leavesden Road Baptist Church, Watford ) 

1400-1410 : Discussion 

 

1410-1430 : “Darwin & Christianity: Are they Compatible?” 

 (Rev Phillip Coffin, Life Church, Cuffley) 

1430-1440 : Discussion 

 

1440-1450 : Messy Science 2 (Dave Gregory) 

 

1450-1510 : “Is Fracking good for us?”  

(Rev Dr John Weaver, Retired Principle, South Wales Baptist College) 
1510-1520 : Discussion 

 

1520-1530 : Closing Comments 



Speakers 
Rev Philip Coffin, Senior Minister, Life Church, Cuffley 
Phillip is Senior Pastor of Life Church. Prior to training at the London School of Theology he 
studied Applied Biology and Biochemistry. He has worked for two major pharmaceutical 
companies, and studied Darwin on his last church sabbatical. 
 
Prof Les Ebdon, former Vice Chancellor of the University of Bedfordshire, 
Walsworth Rd Baptist Church, Hitchin 
With a degree and Ph.D from Imperial College, Les conducted research in environmental 
analytical chemist leading to some 270 refereed papers.  With a long career in academic 
institutions in the UK and overseas, he is retired Vice-Chancellor of Bedfordshire University 
and  independent Director of The Office for Fair Access to Higher Education.  He keeps active 
in science through involvement in editorial boards, conference lectures and learned society 
committees.  Through his career he has been engaged in the dialogue of science and faith, 
often contributing to this area in the life of the local church.   
 
Rev Dr Dave Gregory, Senior Minister, Croxley Green Baptist Church 
Dave has a back ground in Physics, Astronomy and Meteorology.  After working on 
thunderstorms at Imperial College, London, he undertook research at the Met Office, The 
Hadley Centre and the European Weather Centre into Weather Forecasting and Climate 
Modelling until 2001.  He still takes an interest in science, its interaction with faith and 
relevance to local church ministry and mission.  Dave finds watching both “The Big Bang 
Theory” and “Rev” enjoyable as well as at times uncomfortable, as the characters remind 
him too much of himself! 
 
Rev Chris Johnson, Minister Burwell Baptist Church (from May 2015) 
From his experience in pharmaceutical research, Chris has maintained an interest in the 
ethical issues raised by scientific advances.  This interest and his pastoral and personal 
experience of childlessness led him to contribute to the Science and Technology Select 
Committee’s report on the Human Embryology and Fertilisation Act.   
 
Rev Andrew Openshaw, Minister, New Mill Baptist Church, Tring 
Originally a scientist, with an MA in Chemistry from Oxford, Andrew then spent the next 20 
years in the chemical industry, much of it abroad. Returning to the UK, he then trained for 
the ministry at Regent’s Park College. Andrew is a keen amateur cook and a long suffering 
fan of Bolton Wanderers. 
 
Rev Kevin Price, Minister, Leavesden Road Baptist Church, Watford 
Kevin has a first degree in Geography from the University of Lancaster with a particular focus 
on geomorphology and environmental science.  With holidays that have doubled as field 
trips, he has an ongoing interest in the interface between earth science, environmental 
issues and Christianity.  
 
 
 
  



Rev Dr John Weaver, retired principle, South Wales Baptist College 
Former Principal of the South Wales Baptist College, Cardiff and a former Dean of the 
Faculty of Theology at Cardiff University. John has lectured in Practical Theology and the 
dialogue between Science and Faith at both Oxford and Cardiff universities. He was 
President of the Baptist Union of Great Britain 2008-2009; he is currently chair of the John 
Ray Initiative, connecting Environment, Science and Christianity, and chair of the Board of 
Trustees of the International Baptist Theological Seminary, Amsterdam. 
 
 

  



Abstracts 
 
Wonder and Wondering – Science Among the Baptists 
Portrayed by the popular media as the norm, science and faith are polar opposites.  Does 
this shape our response or reflect attitudes among Baptists?  Results from a survey on 
attitudes to science among Baptist leaders and members of churches will be presented, with 
focus upon developing competence and confidence in addressing scientific issues.  There 
may be a short demo to explain quantum theory. No previous scientific knowledge needed!   
 
In search of understanding: models, paradigms and metaphors 
Both science and theology seek to understand the world around them through the use of 
models, paradigms and metaphors but to what extent is genuine knowledge confused with 
the understanding of the model?  Their starting points are perhaps very different; often 
science starts from experience and theology from faith; but are there journeys to 
understanding as far apart as they seem?  By looking at various models of atomic structure 
and theological concepts of the Trinity, we will explore the nature of understanding and 
some (perhaps surprising) common ground between science and theology. 
 
Its all in the DNA? 
To be added later 
 
Making Babies 
Human beings are given a remarkable degree of control over the baby-making process.  God 
is remarkably restrained.  He does not grant children by any other means than those He has 
built into creation.*  However, we are painfully aware that humans do not have complete 
control over the start of life. Throughout the Bible, the characters are convinced that it is 
God who grants or withholds children.  Has this changed with In Vitro Fertilisation?  Beyond 
the tabloid headlines are there pastoral and ethical dilemmas which we need to address? 
* “With one glorious exception!” 
 
Science and the local church 
To be added later 
 
“Rock of Ages - ancient Earth and eternal God” 
‘Rock of Ages - ancient Earth and eternal God’ 

Just how old is our planet? And does it matter? Young earth creationists may cling to a literal biblical 

chronology yet earth scientists working from measurable processes confidently place the origin of 

our planet within a timescale of billions of years. Is this compatible with the Bible? Can we see our 

Creator working through these processes to form this unique planet we call home and be in awe of 

the work of God? 

 
Darwin & Christianity: Are they Compatible?” 
Briefly look at Darwin and … Dawkins, … the church and …. the book of Genesis. 
 
  



“Is Fracking good for us?” 
‘Fracking’, short for hydraulic fracturing, is the process of drilling down into the earth and 
injecting water, sand and chemicals into the rock at high pressure which allows the gas to be 
collected. It is a controversial process. If Britain can extract 10% of its estimated shale gas 
reserves, it could supply the entire country for 50 years - a ‘New North Sea’.  A number of 
environmental concerns are recognised – its use of huge amounts of water, health and 
pollution of the local enviroment, small earth tremors.  And, most importantly, fracking is 
simply distracting energy firms and governments from investing in renewable sources of 
energy, and encouraging continued reliance on fossil fuels. God’s faithful provision of 
natural resources and a God-given human wisdom and understanding as part of our 
creation in the image of God is discussed.  Stewardship and accountability in the use and 
exhaustion of natural resources is explored alongside the effects on global climate from 
Greenhouse Gas emissions. 
 


