
Email Update      December 2021 

 
This email circular comes to you with the very best wishes for the seasons of 

Advent and Christmas from Geoff Colmer, Colin Pye, Stephen Copson and Carol 

Murray. May you experience the peace and goodwill to all that the angels chorus 

declared is God’s gift for humankind and all creation. 

 
 
NEWS 
 
A SPECIAL EDITION OF CENTRAL NEWS:  In October many of our Ministers met for their 
annual conference, and during one session those present were invited to produce stories/ poems/ 
pictures relating to Geoff's presidential theme of 'attentive to rhythms of grace' or something akin 
to psalms or prayers of lament. Geoff, who was unable to be with us, was touched to receive this, 
and I think it works rather well. It is too expensive to print and send around, and so an 
online version must suffice.  I hope it blesses you & please pass on the link to those who might 
appreciate it. Colin Pye. 
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEtinNnQQo/VBX4HiwiJd52PMjpfqLf8Q/view 
 
WORKING WITH BAPTIST UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN: BUGB is seeking a Younger Leaders 
Development Coordinator. For details, go to: 
https://www.baptist.org.uk/Articles/623870/Younger_Leaders_Development.aspx Please apply by 
sending a CV with covering letter to opportunities@baptist.org.uk. Closing date for applications is 
Friday 14 January 2022.  
 

For Herts churches only ... 
GREENING THE CHURCH - HERTS CHURCHES ELIGIBLE FOR A FREE ENERGY AUDIT: All 
churches in Hertfordshire who are 'economically active' can apply for a free audit, which will offer 
advice about energy efficiency and De-carbonising the energy used by church buildings. These 
free audits are offered by Eastern New Energy, a project run by the East London University. The 
funding for this project comes from the EU, so is due to run out at the end of 2022. Further details 
and an application form can be obtained from the ENE website: ene@uel.ac.uk.  
There may also be an opportunity for churches to apply for a grant to help towards installing 
renewable energy options. However, the criteria for being awarded a grant are different to the 
criteria used for a free audit. In order to gain a grant towards solar panels or LED lighting, for 
example, churches would need to prove that they are more than 50% economically active (eg. half 
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of the church's income is derived from hall lettings / coffee shop / marketing). ENE usually deals 
with SMEs (Small-Medium Enterprises). [with thanks to Colin Cartwright for sharing this.] 
 
EQUIP ONLINE WORKSHOPS: If you are, or anyone in your church is aged 18-30 and keen to 
keep growing as a Christian Leader, serving God in and through your local church or organisation, 
then please do come and join in with our next EQUIP online workshop!  Following our first online 
workshop in September, the second session is taking place on Saturday 15th January 2022 from 
2pm – 4:30pm, meeting over Zoom to discuss “What Kind of a Leader are you?” and “The Vision 
and Values of Baptist Churches”!  EQUIP online workshops are delivered by a partnership of CBA, 
SCBA, and Regents Park College, offering a great way to meet other young leaders, hear some 
different ideas and perspectives, and to get some tools in your leadership belt! It’s all completely 
free, and open to everyone aged 18-30 who has a heart to grow in faith, and a desire to see God’s 
Kingdom come as they exercise leadership in the life of their church or local community.  To sign 
up, express interest or find out more, get in touch via the following link: 
https://forms.gle/JLKqVxPPRQVY3ss39 Who might you be able support in their leadership 
journey, by encouraging them to attend the next EQUIP online workshop? 
 
LEAVESDEN ROAD BAPTIST CHURCH:  It was a privilege for Geoff to be at the ’Service of 
Completion’ at Leavesden Road Baptist Church on Sunday 28 November.  What might have been 
a sorrowful occasion was, on the contrary, an occasion of celebration, albeit tinged with real 
sadness.  The congregation occupied both the main part of the church and the balcony with over 
200 guests, all with some association with the church.  The service was put together in a sensitive 
and creative way and gave expression to ‘Yesterday, Today and Forever’ with the assurance that 
‘the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.' 
   

RACIAL JUSTICE: The BT Children Youth and Family Round Table is delighted to present a 
brand new resource to help anyone working with children, young people and their families, as we 
consider the racial justice. This resource aims to speak positively into the racial justice issues 
which were illustrated so clearly during 2020 following the death of George Floyd. Through history, 
reflection and questioning we hope to create space that will open new avenues for 
conversation. It’s an excellent resource offering everything from timelines, to film suggestions, to 
discussions starters, as well as signposting further reading and other resources! You can 
download it for free here: https://www.baptist.org.uk/Publisher/Article.aspx?ID=618974 or if you’d 
like to know more about the CYF RT, the resource itself, or to get hold of a hard copy, please 
contact Andrew Ginn: Andrew@bunyan.org.uk  
 
SAFEGUARDING SURVEY: Don’t forget to complete the details of your safeguarding contacts in 
your church and return it to Stephen Copson or Joy Cheang. 
 
 
 

PEOPLE 
• Alistair Sanders was inducted at Kings Church, Stotfold on December 5th, having been in 

post for several months.  

• Norman and Rita Plumb will move in retirement in December to Norfolk.  
 
SITUATION VACANT 1: Remember that nominations for CBA Council positions close on 
December 15th 2021.  
 
SITUATION VACANT 2: The Association is seeking nominations for suitably experienced people 
to serve on the Finance Group. The work covers more than finance and if you have experience in 
property or general legal background, and would like to know more, we would love to hear from 
you. There are four meetings a year. For more details, Stephen Copson on 
stephen.c@centralba.org.uk or 01462 442548.  
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SITUATION VACANT 3: Houghton Regis Community Development Charity, which is supported 
by CBA and the Methodist Church plus local congregations, has employed a Pioneer Worker on 
the new housing developments in the town. The Charity is seeking a Treasurer, to deal with the 
reasonably small amount of financial dealings. The Treasurer would become a Trustee of the 
Charity. The Charity is moving into a new phase with the project, as it bids to develop a significant 
community building in Bidwell West in 2022. So it is also looking to develop the trustees team, 
identifying people with relevant experience and expertise to serve as trustees and support the 
team administratively. For more information, contact David Skinner on 
david.skinner4@ntlworld.com 

 
RESOURCES 
 

HOME MISSION: Giving to Home Mission from CBA churches to the end of October was 
£238,209 as against £218, 651. Let us be thankful to God the giver of all gifts for our stewardship 
of his generosity.  
 
FREE VIDEO: A five minute free children’s animated video of the David & Goliath story is to be 
found here.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1yvrzyKx-A. In the YouTube description there is 
a download link (the downloaded version has the copyright banner at the bottom removed) 
The animator is Rev Rob Hughes, a film animator (including Lord of the Rings) and currently 
minister at West Mersea Baptist church.  
 
CBA GRANTS & LOANS:  The next deadline for Central Baptist Association grant and loan 
applications is January 11th 2021. Application forms are available from the Treasurer, Roy 
Farrant on roy.farrant@centralba.org.uk or can be downloaded from the Association website. 
 
AWARDS FOR (printed) CHURCH MAGAZINES: Does your church produce a magazine for 
congregation and community? Do you feel that it merits wider appreciation? The Association of 
Christian Editors is holding a 2022 Prize competition. See here for details 
https://churchmag.uk/2022-awards/ 
 

 

EVENTS 

 

CRUCIBLE COURSES: 
- On the Edge examines the dynamics of mission and ministry in marginal urban and rural 

communities and offers biblical and practical insights. 
Wednesdays – 6 week sessions from 2nd February 2022 to 16th March.  

- Becoming Human probes the dynamics of discipleship and asks how we can become 
more fully human as followers of the Son of Man. 
Thursdays – 6 week sessions from 3rd February 2022 to 17th March. 

For more information, see 
https://www.cruciblecourse.org.uk/?mc_cid=a77e219a2f&mc_eid=02c58ca3ba 
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