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NEWS 
 
LATEST PRAYER FOCUS 7: ASTON CLINTON BAPTIST CHURCH.  At ACBC we have our 
phones alarms set for 9.38 to remind us to pray to the Lord of the harvest for workers to enter the 
harvest fields. [Matthew 9.38]. At Aston Clinton there is a growing harvest field, years ago the 
church building stood in isolation now it is surrounded by new housing, the village and surrounding 
area vastly swelled by housing developments. We celebrate our 200th year of founding in June 
2020 . .....  cont'd. See more here  http://centralba.org.uk/prayer-focus/ plus downloadable 
PowerPoint for use in your services. 
 
FLOOD RISK ADVICE: THE THREE STAGES OF FLOODING: Over five million people in 
England and Wales live and work in properties that have some flood risk from nearby rivers or the 
sea, according to figures from the Environment Agency.  However, surface water is also a source 
of flooding and can affect any property.   
The 2012 floods in England demonstrate that floods can be surprisingly quick to develop.  Many 
people had less than half an hours warning of a river or stream bursting its banks.  While it’s not 
possible to completely flood-proof a property, it is important to have flood defences in place to help 
reduce the damage flooding can cause.  See here for further advice:  
https://www.baptist-insurance.co.uk/home-insurance/flooding/index.aspx 
 
*NEW INTERNSHIP* LBA LEADERSHIP YEAR:  This Autumn the LBA is piloting an exciting new 
internship programme for 18-25 year olds who wish to explore leadership in today’s urban Baptist 
context. The programme will run for one academic year (Sept ‘19 - May ‘20), and offer the 
opportunity for young adults to explore, experience and better understand leadership within the 
diverse context of our LBA. 
Alongside theological & leadership training and one-to-one mentoring, interns will undertake an 
exciting, two-streamed placement, with one of our member churches and serving with the LBA, 
exposing them to leadership experience in both the local and regional context. 
Accommodation cost of training will be provided along with reasonable living expenses, making 
this a fantastic opportunity for any young adults wishing to grow and develop in their leadership 
potential. 
Places on this internship are limited and applications are now open. If you know anybody aged 18-
25 years who you feel may be suitable we would love to hear from you or from them directly. We 
welcome applications from people from all backgrounds and protected characteristics. 
For more details, or how to apply please email: pete.james@londonbaptist.org.uk. Alternatively 
you can call the LBA Office on 020 7692 5592.  
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FREE! 
Baptist Praise & Worship (words edition) 
Good News Bibles 
NIV Bibles (embossed with church name) 
If anyone can make use of some of these, please contact Jackie on secretary@fullerbaptist.org.uk 
 
THE CHURCHES AND MENTAL HEALTH:  The Free Churches Group is organising a day at 
Bloomsbury Baptist Church on 23rd October to help leaders consider – both theoretically and 
personally – mental health issues. The day is aimed at Christian leaders, chaplains, student 
workers and anyone interested in looking after their own mental health and that of others. Topics 
will include some theological input, panel discussions and a choice of workshops including 
exploring mental health first aid, supporting those in study, guided meditation, and worship and 
dementia. The conference costs are £25 per person.  
There is more information on the booking page on Eventbrite here.   Sarah Lane Cawte is our key 
contact, and if anyone is interested in finding out more, they can email her on 
sarah.lane.cawte@freechurches.org.uk 
 
BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS …… 
Please share the following far and wide to all potentially interested parties... not just prison 
chaplains - though the text does contain a specific boost for said ministry. 
Grants for Christian books for libraries and schools 
Speaking Volumes offers grants for libraries, schools, prisons, care homes and churches – 
actually, anywhere a book can be borrowed and enjoyed by a wide readership. The grants are for 
the purchase of Christian books from a local Christian bookshop and list of available books can be 
seen on www.speakingvolumes.org.uk. The next opportunity to apply is in September and you can 
do so on that website. If you would like help with your application your local Christian bookshop 
team will be most willing to assist you.  We here in Sheffield would be more than happy to assist 
anyone with no bookshop nearby.  Our contact details are below. The Speaking Volumes charity 
has been given extra funding specifically for PRISON LIBRARIES, hence our writing to you and 
via you to others. CLC Bookshops , 2 Church Street, Sheffield, S1 2GN, Tel: 0114 2724663 
Email:  sheffield@clcbookshops.com 
  
MISSION DIRECT 
A Christian charity based in Hertfordshire that organises practical two-week mission trips to help 
local Christians, principally helping with building projects. See www.missiondirect.org 

 
 
PEOPLE  

• Ruth and Joe Egan have been jointly called to the ministry at High Street Tring (Induction 

November 2nd).  

• Alistair Jones begins his ministry at Broughton in September – the first full-time minister 

the church has had.  

• We note with sadness the death of the Revd David Betts (Northampton) and remember his 

family and friends at this time of loss.  
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RESOURCES 
 

HOME MISSION: giving from the Association for the period to the end of July was £144,375 as 
against the equivalent period in 2018 of £138,778. Thanks to God and to the generosity of our 
churches for this practical expression of partnership in the mission of God amongst our family of 
Baptist churches.  
 
CENTRAL BAPTIST ASSOCIATION FUNDS:  The next deadline for Central Baptist Association 
grant or loan applications is September 20th. Details can be found on the Association website 
and application forms are available from there or form the Association Treasurer, Karen Hopkins.  

 

EVENTS 

FOOTSTEPS: The 2019/20 session is about to begin but it is not too late to register. See the 
advertisement on the Association website  www.centralba.org.uk 
 
SAFEGUARDING TRAINING:  
Excellence in Safeguarding level 2: September 28th at London Colney BC, St Albans. 
Excellence in Safeguarding level 3: October 19th at Rockingham Road, BC, Kettering 
Excellence in Safeguarding level 3: November 23rd at Welwyn Garden City. 
Details and booking information are available on the Association website. 
 
BELIEF in BEDFORD  
Bookings are now open for "An Introduction to Bibliodrama" on Saturday 28th September 2019, 
10am to 4pm. Ask Stephen Copson for a flier. Please reply by email to book a place 
Belief@standrewsbedford.org.  Payment is made on the day.    
There are places available but a minimum number of participants are needed to run the course, so 
please book as soon as possible if interested. The link below shares a video by David Tatem, who 
is running the course, telling you a little more about Bibliodrama.  The link is also on CT Beds 
website. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mqYbyXRrJHLmg6-GVLDGnLekjo0rmVUm/view 
 
SMALL CHURCH ENCOURAGEMENT DAY:  21st September 10am – 1pm at London Colney 
Baptist Church. Cost £5 per person.  Please book by emailing Colin Pye: colinmpye@gmail.com. 
See poster for more info https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_6tqLZN0e-
qYjdvy2AQ81aN4LuiF1uo8/view?usp=sharing 
  
FROM BOB LITTLE:  One of the encouraging signs that lay ministry within our denomination in 
Hertfordshire is far from dead is that, as Chairman of the Herts Fellowship of Baptist Preachers 
(HFBP), I receive ideas and suggestions from HFBP members. One of these is that HFBP 
members and friends get together to discuss the preaching themes present in the shorter books of 
the Bible.  
Harold Liberty will be exploring the preaching themes in the book of the prophet Habakkuk. The 
session will be held at my house – 23 Sherwood Avenue, St Albans, Herts, AL4 9QJ – on 
Thursday 10th October. Timing: noon to 3.30pm 
The cost is £10 to include catering. You can pay by bank transfer in advance or in cash on the day 
– but please let Bob know – by September 18th - that you plan to attend. This invitation is open to 
all interested, subject to limited numbers. 
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