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A word from Colin Pye  

It was about this time last year as I came into my new role as 

Regional minister within the association that I began to become 

aware of the sheer number of small (under 40 member) churches 

that we have in the Central Baptist Association, and how many of 

these churches can feel somewhat isolated form the wider Baptist 

family. This coincided with a day conference I spent in London with 

Hilary Davis from the London Baptist Association as she introduced 

a small group of us to what she is doing to encourage smaller 

Baptist churches in her area. Off the back of this I was inspired to 

put on a small churches day in the spring at Blisworth Baptist 

Church with Hilary as the speaker. To be honest it was a ‘suck it and 

see’ exercise, not knowing what sort of response I would get. 

It was therefore a genuine surprise to get such a good response, 

something near 40 guests from 16 churches, for what I thought was 

a very valuable & encouraging day. One of the things Hilary 

suggested was the setting up an association network, where 

smaller churches can stay in touch and feed in ‘good ideas’ – hence 

this newsletter. 

I am so grateful to Ruth Gookey from Harefield Baptist Church for 

taking up the challenge of producing a regular (3 times a year) 

newsletter for us, and here is the first one!  



My hope is that this will help smaller churches to realize that they 

are valued, that their faithful witness is just as important as larger 

supposedly more ‘successful’ congregations, and that there is 

something very positive to gain from the sharing of stories, ideas 

and gathering together. My intention is to hold another small 

churches day next year so watch this space. I trust that you will 

read this newsletter and pass it on to other folk in your churches & 

if you have something to contribute, please do let Ruth know. 

 

  

We would love to share your stories in this newsletter – 

so please get in touch with Ruth at r.gookey@gmail.com 

OR c/o Harefield Baptist Church (address in the CBA 

directory). 

mailto:r.gookey@gmail.com


  SMALL CHURCH IS A BIG DEAL 

Hilary Taylor – Small Churches Connection 

Across BUGB, there are approx. 2000 churches, HALF 

of them have 40 people or less. There are 

many small congregations being a 

vital witness for God in their 

communities in our land. 

I was part of a church planting team of 20 people in 1983 when my 

church of approx. 120, started a new church in another part of town 

where there was a high population and no evangelical church. We 

soon learnt that small church isn't like a big church with less people 

– it is a different way of being church altogether. 

In 2003, the London Baptist Association (LBA) held a meeting of all 

the smaller churches in London asking if they would like a network 

across the area to encourage, support and resource them. They said 

'yes' so the Small Church Connexion was born. The team is made up 

of about 7 busy small church pastors who want to see the small 

churches growing and reaching out into their communities.  

To that end, we have held celebrations, resource days, roadshows, 

workshops and retreats to build up the churches. 

  



In late 2006, it became apparent that the small churches needed a 

central person at the LBA to contact first. The Regional Team have 

300 churches to look after so a specific person for this purpose was 

a good idea. I was chosen for this job and, as it was a new post, I 

wrote my own job description! Later that year, a book 'A Toolbox 

for Small Churches' which I had written, was published. (Copy 

available from colinmpye@gmail.com at CBA). I also write a blog 

regularly, smallchurches.wordpress.com. 

As the small churches love to meet together twice a year, I have 

tried to encourage other Baptist Associations to follow the idea and 

put on events for the smaller churches where they are. I am 

delighted that in 2015, 4 Associations have put this into action, 

including CBA. 

As it says in Hebrews 10 v24  

“Let us consider how we may spur one another on 

towards love and good deeds. 

We are really grateful to Hilary and all at Small 

Churches Connection for their help and 

encouragement. 

More from Hilary in the next newsletter…. 



Holiday at Home  

at Little Kimble Free Church 

When I was studying at Spurgeon’s college, one of 

my fellow students told me of an outreach 

that his church was running. It was called 

‘Holiday at Home’ and it was aimed at anyone who wasn’t able to 

get away for a holiday. Primarily, it was aimed at older folk but it 

extended to anyone who had trouble leaving their local community.  

It prompted me to look at the make-up of our local area and we ran 

a door-to-door survey to establish who was living nearby. It 

revealed that we had a lot of folk who were elderly and may not be 

able to get away for a traditional holiday. As a leadership team we 

discussed the findings and agreed to give it a try. It was a big 

undertaking for a church of our size and has proved to be hard-

work but extremely rewarding 

 The idea of ‘Holiday at Home’ is that the church is turned into a 

vacation venue. A theme would be chosen and the church would be 

decorated accordingly. We have now been running our ‘Holiday at 

Home’ for seven years and have had a different theme each year - 

the seaside, camping, a cruise ship, the Queen’s Jubilee, a safari, 

touring the British Isles and even Hawaii. 



A typical day at ‘Holiday at Home’ starts with morning coffee 

followed by prayer with a devotion and we finish the day off about 

4.30. Each day is made up of crafts, entertainment based around 

the theme, jigsaws, puzzles, a home-cooked meal and musical 

entertainment covering all sorts of genres. We decided we wanted 

professional entertainment and have had singers, local bands 

playing folk music and old time musical hits which we can all sing 

along to. We have talks from local experts and engage with the folk 

there talking about their interests and sharing with them about the 

love of Christ.   

We do charge £10 a day to help towards the cost of the craft 

material, the food and the entertainment which can cost anything 

from £50 - £90 per session. We offer transport to and from the 

church and have a lot of help from the local ‘good neighbours 

group’ who help transport our guests. We publicise the event in our 

monthly newsletter, put posters up and give personal invites out. 

We also go into the local care homes to see if anyone there would 

like to come. In the first year, numbers attending were low but this 

has increased over the years and we now have up to 40 guests per 

week. 

If I can be of any assistance in helping you setup your own ‘Holiday 

at Home’, please feel free to contact me on 01844 346957 or email 

admin@kimble-free.co.uk.  

mailto:admin@kimble-free.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Val at Little Kimble says: Once ‘Holiday at Home’ is over, 

we start thinking about the following year’s event because it is 

important to ensure that the entertainment we want is 

available on the dates we require. A good resource for finding 

good entertainment (not necessarily Christian) is 

http://www.housingcare.org/services/search-

entertainment.aspx 

 

So – that’s the end of our first CBA Small Churches 

newsletter! Thank you for reading it. 

Please get in touch with your feedback and also your 

stories of what has been going on in your church. Let us 

know about resources you have found useful and also 

about things you would like to read about in this 

newsletter. 

http://www.housingcare.org/services/search-entertainment.aspx
http://www.housingcare.org/services/search-entertainment.aspx

