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A VALEDICTION 
FROM GRAHAM 
CLARKE, OUR  
MODERATOR 
 
A word of warning!    A seemingly 
innocuous phone call from the 
Regional Minister can bring 
serious consequences! 

 
Seven years ago Geoff Colmer phoned to ask (persuade?) 
me to consider taking on the role of Moderator of the CBA.  
Since that phone call and subsequent AGMs it has been a 
privilege to be Association Moderator. 
 
It has been a joy to work alongside such a committed 
team of Regional Ministers, sharing with them the warp 
and weft of Baptist life as well working with the ever 
supportive Council and Finance Committee members in 
the task of building God’s Kingdom by encouraging 
churches to walk together in ministry and mission with 
local churches. 
 
Over these seven years we have experienced major 
changes within the Baptist Union of Great Britain, which 
have taken us along a sometimes confusing and uncertain 
course but which overall has placed more emphasis on 
the role of regional associations in Baptist life. As an 
association we have reviewed and changed our governing 
documents, we have established a system of grants to 
encourage local ministry initiatives, to train leaders and 
encourage the emergence of new young leaders. We have 
also appointed a new full-time member to the team and 
have seen the important growth of the Footsteps Training 
Programme, with some students supported by our funding 
of training grants and we have also managed to handle 
our resources in stressful times. 
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Sadly we have had to witness the closure 
of some churches while joyfully also 
welcoming new ones into our fellowship. 
But that is church life!  God is constantly 
renewing all things. 
 
Although to many in our churches the 
Association can sometimes seem 
irrelevant, it is my clear belief that it has 
and will continue to have a major role 
play in assisting the local church to do 
what God intended it to do - to be salt and 
light in the communities in which we are 
placed, to be the gathering of God’s 
people where we are enthused and 
equipped by the Holy Spirit to reach out 
into the world with the love of Jesus in 
ministry and mission! 
 

Graham Clarke 
 
 
 

MOVEMENTS IN 
MINISTRY 

 
David Sunman comes in September to 
Hertford from Morden Park and Remco 
van den Heuvel from Regents Park 
College to settle at Wendover Free 
Church over the summer. 
 
Peter Ballantyne, an Anglican priest in 
the Stantonbury LEP, Milton Keynes. 
Mindy Bell, a Methodist, has also left the 
Stantonbury team. Philip Campion has 
retired from Biggleswade.  
 
Chris Johnson moves from Hoddesdon 
to Burwell in Cambs and Daniel Joy has 
stood down from the pastorate at Seer 
Green. Andy King leaves his post as 
your minister at Hertford for ministry in 
Ethiopia. Keith King retired from his post 
at Gold Hill.  
 
Phil Palmer leaves Dagnall Street St 
Albans to begin as a minister-in-training 
at Beverley. Frank Sherburn has stood 
down from a part-time appointment at 

Caddington. Brian Tucker, a retired 
Baptist minister living in St Albans died on 
May 8th. 
 
Another impending retirement is Tony 
Barker, a Baptist minister, who stands 
down in the summer from his post as 
ecumenical post as Churches Community 
Development Officer. Whilst based in 
Cambridge. Tony’s brief has ranged over 
the six counties of Eastern England, 
monitoring the state of housing 
developments and advising churches how 
best to approach engaging with the. Tony 
has been a great help to Central Baptist 
Association over the past years and we 
wish him well in his retirement.  
 
 
 

LOAVES & FISHES 
 

This is a Baptist Union project to consider 
the funding of the Baptist Union and how 

best to release resources for mission. 
You can take part in an online survey by 

June 19th at 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/loaves 
 
 
 
 

DIRECTORY 
 

The 2015/16 edition of the Central 
Baptist Association Directory with 
information about churches, 
ministers and lay preachers will be 
available at the Assembly on June 
20th. Copies will be available to buy 
at the Assembly in June in 
Bletchley or you can order one from 
Stephen Copson at £3.50 (inc. post 
& packing) 
 
 
 
 



EXPLORING DEMENTIA: 
One church’s experience 
 
 
It is now over two years since the first of 
our ‘Dementia Awareness’ meetings held 
in High Street Baptist Church, Tring. It is 
true to say that the idea came more from 
need than anything else. Despite being 
an all-age church it had become obvious 
that some information and help was 
needed for some of the elderly members 
of the congregation.  
 
After several months of discussion 
between minister Andrew Cowley and 
local public elected NHS governor Dick 
Lovelace, it was decided to hold a 
meeting, mainly for church members but 
open to everyone.  
 
The event held in March 2013 drew over 
forty people, who listened to the living 
experiences of four members of the 
church and were then encouraged to ask 
questions. The evening ended with 
refreshments and was deemed an all-
round success.  
 
Over the next months a way forward was 
sought. Need was obvious, willingness for 
others to get involved grew and attempts 
to encourage other outside charities were 
successful.  
 
The second meeting was held in the July 
under the banner of ‘Dementia 
Information and Resources’. Several 
dementia charities supplied speakers; 
others filled the church with stalls covered 
in leaflets, videos and books covering all 
aspects of the disease.  
 
Around sixty people came; they listened, 
browsed and asked numerous types of 
questions. The enthusiasm was such that 
our way forward had been decided for us.  
 
Since then there have been three more 
‘Dementia Awareness’ evenings, each 
covering a different aspect. Attendances 

have varied from over one hundred for 
‘Managing Dementia’ in July 2014, when 
three local professionals spoke about 
their careers and the search for 
knowledge on this most difficult of 
subjects, to just over seventy for ‘Legal 
and Money Advice’, when two excellent 
speakers talked about the benefit system 
and Powers of Attorney. 
 
However, what we feel is that it is not the 
numbers who attend which is important, 
but the help and information given to 
those who need it. At the most recent 
meeting in March 2015, some of those 
who attended came as regulars who 
spoke about the benefits and knowledge 
they had gained; others came for the first 
time and stayed for longer as if to catch 
up.  
 
Local dementia charities have benefitted 
by getting to know each other and several 
church members have become involved 
in Dementia Awareness in many other 
ways.  
 
We as a church continue to find a way 
forward but one thing is clear: being a 
dementia friendly church has opened up 
a new way in which we can meet and 
serve our local community.  

 
Dick Lovelace 

 
 
 
  

 

STOP PRESS! 
Material for the next Association 

Newsletter is requested to be with 

Stephen Copson by August 15
th
 and the 

next issue will be available in 

September 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
I love reading maps and getting my 
bearings. Having this sense of where I 
am when I’m travelling and visiting new 
places is important to me. My SATNAV 
‘Sean’ is a very welcome friend (most of 
the time) and I have a mobile phone 
which I can use if I get lost, but my deep 
fear of the unknown road ahead left me 
long ago, imperceptibly, almost without 
me realising it. What, you may say, has 
this got to do with Community Learning?  

 
FOOTSTEPS IS MOVING! 
 
Previously, participants have come from 
every part of the association. Milton 
Keynes remains the most accessible for 
everyone, so, from September, the 
Church of Christ the King, Kents Hill, will 
be Footsteps’ new home. 

 
GROWING IN SERVICE 
 
In the past year we have had four 
Pastoral Care courses to serve different 
areas and Preaching Skills and Leading 
Worship are planned for the autumn and 
beyond. Please get in touch to explore 
the possibility of running a course near 
you.  

 
FOOTSTEPS 2 
 
An exciting development in 2014-15 is 
Footsteps 2. As with Footsteps 1 there 
has been a sense of God moving among 
us, through teaching and fellowship, and 
in worship and prayer. God is with people 
on their journeys and sometimes they find 
themselves in a new place, with a new 
sense of purpose and new work to do. 
How did they get there? Imperceptibly, 
perhaps, as each one has set out on this 
journey, trusting that God, by his Spirit 

and through his people, would travel with 
them. 
 
Lauren Tebbitt puts this well: “I’m not a 
‘new’ Christian but I was sure I wouldn’t 
know a thing, that everyone else would 
be biblically eloquent and I’d be the class 
mascot/dunce! Wrong! It really isn’t about 
academia or an A+ in Hermeneutics, it’s 
much more than that. It’s about really 
knowing God.  
 
This sense of journeying is a recurring 
theme, evoking different aspects. Angela 
Mather reflects: “I needed to see where 
God was leading me… On Footsteps 1, I 
was learning to look at being "church” in a 
new way. Now, on Footsteps 2, I feel 
I interact even more. I feel, particularly, 
we are seeing the need to move out into 
the community, and we are encouraged 
in ways to do this. Come on Footsteps to 
grow and draw closer to God. You will be 
challenged, changed and you will grow.” 
 
It is good to have CBA ministers tutoring 
Footsteps and Growing in Service. The 
Regional Ministers are invaluable, both in 
teaching on the courses and offering 
advice. Please talk to them about 
Community Learning and the ways it can 
support individuals and churches. 
 
Regional Minister Colin Pye has had 
more involvement with Footsteps this 
year as he has filmed promotional clips. 
He has become a good advocate. “I came 
and I thought, this is really something!”  
 
 
Take time to watch the video, look at the 
brochures, and ask if this is ‘really 
something’ for you or someone you 
know? 

 
 
 

Anne Lane, Tutor in Community Learning, 
Regent’s Park College, Oxford. 

anne.lane@regents.ox.ac.uk  
 
 
 

mailto:anne.lane@regents.ox.ac.uk


 

THE GIFT 
 
Thirty-five ladies gathered together at 
Sandy Baptist Church from six different 
churches from four different counties to 
explore the gifts that God had placed 
inside of them as Rev Beth Powney 
shared from her journey of following 
Jesus into fulltime Christian leadership.  
One lady described it as a ‘day of 
worship, friendship and discovery’ 
another welcomed the opportunity to 
‘reflect on the call of God on her life’ and 
yet another said that this type of teaching 
is not heard enough in our churches.   
 
Beth brought teaching about how the 
seeds planted in our lives need to be 
nurtured, watered, fed and shared and 
how many influences upon us both in 
church and outside can distract or even 
shut down all that God has in store for us.  
Each lady went home challenged but also 
refreshed from some precious time out 
with God.  
  
I leave the final comment from a lady by 
the name of Linda, who said: 
  
‘It was a welcome break in a rushed week 
mentally physically and spiritually. The 
worship was fantastic, just what I need to 
help me focus on the Godhead and be 
fed by his streams of love and 
compassion.  
 
The day was so relaxed, gentle, but very 
focused. The ambiance created was 
welcoming and friendly. There was also 
time for soul searching and commitment 
without pressure.’ 
 

Beth Powney 
 

 

 

 

 

COLIN PYE: eight 

months on……. 
Some of you may have been there in 
Mount Pleasant Baptist church in 
November to share in the inspiring 
service of welcome to Colin in his new 
role as the third Regional Minister for 
Central Baptist Association. He and 
Annette have now settled into their new 
home in Yardley Gobion in Northants.  
 
In that time Colin has thrown himself into 
getting round the patch, to visit ministers 
and churches and to begin to engage with 
individuals and groups. Colin’s role 
carries a particular link with churches and 
ministers in Northamptonshire and he has 
established good links in meetings and 
through leading worship.  
 
Colin maintains the association website 
www.centralba.org.uk and has produced 
short video clips to inform and encourage 
people in their prayers.  
 
In May he organised a day for members 
from small churches to explore and share 
together, led by Hilary Taylor from 
London Baptist Association. 
 
Colin has a passion too for helping 
churches to look at themselves and see 
how they might move on, continuing to 
offer ministry and mission in a changing  
world and a shifting church culture. If this 
sort of conversation would be helpful to 
your church as it looks forward, please 
get in touch with Colin on 0779 259 1350 
or colinmpye@gmail.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.centralba.org.uk/
mailto:colinmpye@gmail.com


WHEN I NEEDED A 

NEIGHBOUR  

(A random offering from a trawl of the 
Association website church links….) 

BUCKINGHAM:  

WELL STREET LEP 

Acts of Kindness Day - 
20th June 2015 

Following on from last year's success, we 
are once again holding a day where we 
bless the community of Buckingham. The 
idea is to give up some of our free time to 
serve the community through action. For 
this we are looking for anyone willing to 
offer their services and time from a 
couple of hours up to half a day. Tasks 
will be very varied and could reach from 
painting a fence to mowing the lawn and 
from baking a cake to doing the shopping, 
ironing, etc. In short, whatever needs 
doing,  

We will assess any task we are asked to 
do to see if we can deliver on it. There will 
be something for everyone to consider 
and to get involved in whilst having fun 
serving others. 

 

 

BAPTIST INSURANCE 

The latest edition of Baptist Insurance’s 
newsletter Expressions is now available 
to download from the BIC website.  

This issue features information about 
protecting your people from real harm, 
with practical risk management tips. 
There’s advice to help keep your garden 
equipment safe as well as some top tips 
to make sure your church isn’t a noisy 
neighbour.  

You can read the latest Expressions on 
http://www.baptist-insurance.co.uk/ 
Images/BIC%20Expressions-ss2015.pdf 

 

ASSOCIATION OF 

CHRISTIAN 

ACCOUNTANTS & 

TREASURERS 

Did you know that, thanks to a payment 
by BUGB, every Treasurer of a Central 
Baptist Association church is a member 
of ACAT (the Association of Christian 
Accountants & Treasurers)?  

Membership includes a handbook for 
Treasurers, access to advice and 
guidance, training opportunities and 
periodic updates.  

For info, go to http://www.acat.uk.com. 
Get in touch with Stephen Copson if you 
need passwords to the members' section. 

Central Baptist Association Assembly 
& General Meeting 2015 

June 20th Whaddon Way, Bletchley 
Speaker: Rev Lynn Green, General 

Secretary of the Baptist Union 

 
 
 
 

http://www.acat.uk.com/


TRAINING 
 

A day for ministers to explore the 
connecting places between faith and the 
sciences was held in May in Milton 
Keynes. A recent small survey in the 
association had suggested that many 
Baptists are more confident with 
discussing the traditional issues of 
creation and evolution etc but are less 
conversant with matters of bioethics and 
the implications of genetic research or 
quantum physics. Thanks to David 
Gregory of Croxley Green for organising 
this event, using an impressive array of 
informed local talent! 
 
A day for people in smaller churches to 
come together, to share and to be 
encouraged was held at Blisworth at the 
end of May. Organised by Colin Pye and 
presented by Hilary Taylor of the Small 
Churches Network in the London Baptist 
Association, this is a reminder that many 
of our Association churches work out their 
ministry and mission on limited resources 
and yet can play a significant role in their 
communities.  
 
There are two forthcoming seminars on 
safeguarding in the autumn.  
 
One is for new workers or those wishing 
to refresh their understandings. This will 
be held in Bletchley on September 12th. 
 
One is for trustees to explore their 
responsibilities in safeguarding and will 
happen somewhere in South Bucks on 
Saturday October 17th. 
 
Watch out for booking details shortly. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Ted Hale, a retired minister and 
previously minister at Abbey Centre in 
Northampton, has recently published 

“Four Part Harmony: listening to the 
singular voices, common tones and 
dissonance in the New Testament 
Gospels” reflecting a lifetime’ passion for 
the gospel texts as they shape Christian 
discipleship. If you are interested, get in 
touch with Ted on 
ted@halesnorthampton.com. 
 
Helen Wordsworth, previously Mission 
Enabler with the Central Baptist 
Association has had published by Wipf & 
Stock the fruits of her doctoral research, 
“Rediscovering a ministry of health: 
parish nursing as a mission of the local 
church”. For information, go to  
http://wipfandstock.com/author/view/detail
/id/62362/ 
 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

*** The Rt Revd Michael Beasley, the 
new Bishop of Hertford, was welcomed at 
a service in St Albans Abbey on May 16th, 
and Stephen Copson represented the 
Association at the event. 
 
 
 
*** Each month the Association team 
prepares an email circular full of useful 
information. You can sign up to receive 
this. Go to the association website and 
click on “latest email circular” to register. 
 
 
 
*** Remember the Association website 
carries lots of details about events and 
stuff…… www.centralba.org.uk 
 
 
 
*** Also, don’t forget the FaceBook page 
 https://www.facebook.com/centralbap 
 
 
 

mailto:ted@halesnorthampton.com
http://wipfandstock.com/author/view/detail/id/62362/
http://wipfandstock.com/author/view/detail/id/62362/
http://www.centralba.org.uk/


 

Big Questions 
  
 

‘5 Wednesdays, 
5 big questions. 
Enjoy, explore, 
engage’   
 
This was our simple invitation for an 
event run by Ampthill Baptist Church 
at our local Costa. Having run Alpha 
courses over recent years, and 

Christianity Explored in the past, I could see the real value in these and how they can 
touch and transform lives. ‘Big Questions’ was aimed at a different group of people, those 
who perhaps would say they have no interest in religion, the church or Jesus, so would be 
less likely to come along to Alpha and would certainly not enter a church building. Often 
this group (and we’ve all met them) would raise what they feel is a show-stopper objection 
to Christianity, what Tim Keller calls a ‘defeater belief’, i.e. a belief which seems so 
blindingly obvious in defeating the notion of Christianity that they don’t reject the gospel as 
they never get any nearer to hearing the gospel! 
 
So, over five evenings we addressed five of these show-stopper objections, these Big 
Questions:  
 

Is there a God? (and how can we know?)  
Science and faith: is God dead?  
Broken world: how can God allow suffering? 
Holy nonsense: is Christianity a myth?  
Life and death: why are we here? 

 
The questions aimed to be as honestly challenging as possible, to meet the objections 
head-on. Each evening we had 25-35 people, mainly ‘non-church’ guests; church 
members were barred unless they brought someone! They enjoyed a 25 minute talk, then 
engaged wholeheartedly in animated discussion around their tables, with coffee and cake 
provided by Costa and funded by us!  
 
The aims were to clear the way to faith in Christ, to show the attractive and compelling 
nature of the Christian message, and enjoy the event with new friends. The whole 
experience was hugely encouraging for the church and those of us leading it, and the 
feedback was very positive. We trust that God has been at work and still is. 
 

Andrew Goldsmith, Pastor at Ampthill Baptist Church

 


